German 102-01     Elementary German II     	    Spring 2025

Time: MWF 11:30AM-12:45AM
Location: LIB-174
								
Professor: Jason Doerre					
Office: Seabury Hall 006 (lower level)
Office hours: Wed. 1:30-2:30 PM; Thur. 3-4:00 PM or by appointment		
Phone: 860 297-2029						
E-mail: jason.doerre@trincoll.edu


			
I.  General Overview

Prerequisite:  This course is intended for students who have taken Elementary German I or its equivalent.

Required Texts: 
David Dollenmayer and Thomas Hansen.  Neue Horizonte. 8th edition.  Workbook and Student Activities Manual.

You are strongly encouraged use a good German-English/English German dictionary.  Recommended free online dictionaries are available at dict.cc and leo.org

Objectives: German 102 will further develop your skills in speaking, reading, and writing German while emphasizing spontaneous oral expression on a variety of contemporary cultural topics.  This course completes your study of essential grammar constructions and expands vocabulary through various language acquisition exercises.

Approach: Following the communicative method, we will speak German in class from the beginning with English as an occasional fallback to tackle grammatical issues. We should be able to cover chapters 8-15, each of which centers on a different theme and introduces new vocabulary and grammatical items. 

The more exposure you get to German, the better.  Here are several ways to do so outside of class:

* See links on the Moodle site for our class (German 102-01).

* For additional German TV programs, go to http://www.sendungverpasst.de where you'll find German programs and feature films that were recently broadcast on various German TV channels. 
 
* For your best source of German news, go to www.tagesschau.de 
(this is an excellent way to get a bit more German every day. These broadcasts are typically from 5-15 minutes and you can watch with German subtitles!)

* Watch German films available at Media Services, Raether Library. Trinity owns more than 150 German titles. There are also many other German films available on major streaming platforms.

* Join the German Club. You'll receive an email about events early on in the spring.

Attendance: Regular attendance is expected.  By enrolling in this course, you commit yourself to participating in all class activities. With the second unjustified absence, your grade will be lowered by 5%  as well as for each additional class missed.  In case of an emergency or illness, as well as official university excused absences, contact me as soon as possible to avoid falling behind.

Time Commitment: GRMN 102 is an intensive language course for which you're earning 1.5 credit.  As a general rule, to be successful in this course you’ll need to spend 3 hours outside of class for each in-class hour. 


II.  Course Work

Tests/Final Exam: Every chapter (with the exception of chapters 14, 15 which are part of the final) will conclude with a test. There will also be short quizzes (10-15 min.). The final exam will focus in particular on chapters 11-15 as well as test your cumulative proficiency.  In other words, you will be tested on both specific items learned in 102 (grammar, vocabulary, readings, etc.), and your general language ability.  The final exam for this course will be posted on our course schedule on Moodle.

Homework: Assignments will consist of readings, weekly Moodle posts (sometimes short writing assignments), and grammar exercises and can be found on Moodle. You are responsible for completing all homework assignments on time. Hard copy: either done on your computer or handwritten, legibly. I typically don’t accept late homework.  

Progress:
If you score lower than a C on a test, you should make an appointment to see me and go over the material covered.  Regardless of your test scores, you are always welcome to come see me with questions. I encourage you to do so! 



IV.  Grading

6 Chapter Tests		50%		
Final Exam			15%	
Moodle Posts/Short Essays	15%	
Vocab Quizzes		10%		
Class Participation 		10%
	
	
Continued German Study:  It is department policy that students achieve a “C” grade or higher in the course in order to continue on with further German course work.


IV. Assignment Schedule: See Moodle

