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EDUCATION: 

1997: Ph.D., Dept. Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, Univ. Florida, Gainesville, FL 
 Dissertation title: “Reproductive ecology and habitat associations of Florida’s Crested 

Caracaras (Caracara plancus audubonii).” Advisor: Dr. Stephen R. Humphrey 

1989–1991: Coursework, Dept. Biology, Dept. Computer Science, Univ. New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 

1979:  M.S. Resource Ecology, School of Natural Resources, Univ. Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI.  
Thesis: “Comparison of the development and pathogenicity of two strains of Leucocytozoon 
simondi in Canada geese from northern Michigan.” Advisors: Dr. Archibald Cowan (UM), 

Dr. John Stuht (Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources) 

1975:  B.A. Biology, College of Wooster, Wooster, OH. Thesis: “Effects of temperature on growth 
of Polytomella caeca and synchronization of cell division.” Advisor: Dr. Donald Wise 

 
PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT: 

2008:  Professor, Department of Biology, Trinity College, Hartford, CT. 

2004 – 2008: Director, Environmental Science Program, Trinity College, Hartford, CT 

2004 – 2008: Associate Professor, Department of Biology, Trinity College, Hartford, CT 

2000 - 2004: Assistant Professor, Department of Biology, Trinity College, Hartford, CT. 

1999 – 2000: Instructor, Department of Biology, Colorado State University 

 Courses Taught: Ornithology, Mammalogy; a graduate seminar entitled “Life history 
strategies: evolution and implications for conservation,” and a non-majors biology course 
entitled “Humans and other animals.” 

1997 - 1999: Post-doctoral research associate, Dept. Wildlife Ecology and Conserv, Univ. of Florida,  

1997 - 1999: Research Biologist, Eagle Environmental, Inc., P.O. Box 23200, Santa Fe, NM 87502  

1981 - 1991: Research Assistant (seasonal, including Colorado State University; New Mexico Department of 
Game and Fish; U.S. Forest Service; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Environmental Protection 
Group at Los Alamos National Laboratory)  US Forest Service Spotted Owl survey certification, 
1986-1988, surveyed in Santa Fe National Forest, Santa Fe, NM 

 

OTHER AFFILIATIONS: 

2000 - present: Research Affiliate, Archbold Biological Station, Lake Placid, FL. 

2005 - 2014: Adjunct faculty, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife Science, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA. 
 
COURSES TAUGHT AT TRINITY: 

Conservation Biology (BIOL 233L) Fall 2000 – 2004, 2006, 2008, 2010, 2015, 2016 
Spring 2012, 2014 

Global Perspectives in Biological Conservation (BIOL 141) Fall 2000, 2001, 2003, 2004, 2010, 2011, 2014; 
Spring 2012, 2013, 2014 

Introduction to Environmental Science (ENVS 149L) Spring 2001-2003, 2005-2006, 2008, 2010, 2012, 
2014 

Methods in Environmental Science (ENVS 275L) Fall 2002 – 2016 

Advanced Seminar in Environmental Science (ENVS 401) Spring 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, 2013 

Avian Ecology and Conservation (senior seminar, BIOL 430) Spring 2001, Fall 2005, Fall 2011, Fall 2016 

Life History Strategies (senior seminar, BIOL 435). Spring 2002, Fall 2007 

Civilization, Culture, and Conservation (FY seminar, FY 116) Fall 2002, 2006, 2013, 2014 

Environmental Sciences Field Trip (ENVS 350) Summer 2002 – 2006, 2008, 2009, 2015 

Environmental Challenges Posed by Urban Life  Summers 2009 - 2015 

 Along the Yangtze (ENVS 123) 

http://www.trincoll.edu/~jmorris2/
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Evolution of Life  (BIOL 182L) Spring 2008, 2009, Fall 2012, 2015 

Inquiry into Life (BIOL 181) Fall 2009 

Ornithology Study Unit (IDP) 5 students thus far 

 

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS: 

External Funding Awarded 

2012 – 2016: “Integrating Asian Studies and Environmental Science in a Distinctive Liberal Arts Context: 
Leveraging Trinity’s Urban-Global Initiative and Strength.” $381,500. LIASE (Luce Foundation) PI 
= Chen, Lestz, Morrison; also collaborating were several other Trinity faculty. 

2011 – 2014: “Hartford’s Birds – Park Habitat Revitalization and Conservation.” With Mary Pelletier, Park River 
Watershed Revitalization Initiative, and the City of Hartford. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Urban 
Conservation Treaty for Migratory Birds Challenge Grant. Contract Agreement # 50154-1-G012, 
$70,000. 

2010 - 2012: “Effects of land conversion projects on Crested Caracaras (Caracara cheriway) in Florida.” With 
Dr. James Fraser, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife Science, Virginia Tech. $220,000, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and Wildlife Foundation of Florida.  WFF Contract No. 2010-CC-01. 

2005 - 2009  “The function of ‘gathering areas’ for juvenile crested caracaras (Caracara cheriway) in Florida.” 
With Dr. James Fraser, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife Science, Virginia Tech. $727,034, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service project number 208-11-110A-009-374-1.  

2002 – 2006: “Habitat Suitability Model and Population Viability Analysis for Florida’s Crested Caracaras.” 
$46,449, Non-Game Program, FL Game & Fresh Water Fish Comm., Project # NG00-001. 

2001 – 2003: “Planning Activities: Development of a Strategic Plan for the Trinity College Field Station at 
Church Farm.” $25,000. National Science Foundation Program: Division of Biological 
Infrastructure, Biological Field Stations and Marine Labs. PI = Smedley, Co-PIs = Schneider, 
O’Donnell 

1997 - 2000: “Age-specific Survival and Recruitment Rates of Juvenile Crested Caracaras and Preparation of 
Management Guidelines.” $53,000, FL Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 

1997 - 1999: “Ecology of an avian predator in southern Chile’s fragmented rainforest.” $38,233, National 
Geographic Society (Post-doctoral research) 

1997 - 1999:  “Non-breeding Season Ecology of the Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow, Everglades National Park.” 
$147,830, South Florida Ecosystem Recovery Team, US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

          1997:  “Sexing Crested Caracaras Using DNA from Blood Samples.” $5000, FL Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission; with Mary Maltbie, Los Alamos National Laboratory. 

1996 – 1998: “Status of Audubon’s Crested Caracara within the Kissimmee River Restoration Project Area.” 
$35,000, South Florida Water Management District. 

1995 – 1997: “Habitat Associations and Reproductive Ecology of Florida’s Crested Caracaras.” $83,000, FL 
Game & Fresh Water Fish Commission (Dissertation research, Univ. Florida). 

1993 - 1996: “Reproductive Ecology of Florida’s Crested Caracaras.” $200,000. Department of Defense, Avon 
Park Air Force Range (Dissertation research, Univ. Florida). 

 1991: U.S. Forest Service, Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest, AZ, $3000. 

1985 - 1989: New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, Share With Wildlife Non-Game Program, $16,200. 
“Ecology of the meadow jumping mouse (Zapus hudsonius luteus) in the southwestern US.” 

 
Faculty Research Grants Awarded (Trinity College) 

2013 – 2014 “Assessing soil and water quality in ponds in Hartford’s Parks.” Trinity College Faculty Research 
Grant, summer research stipend and housing for 1 undergraduate. 

2012 - 2013 “Monitoring Birds’ Habitat and Migration in Hartford and the Northeast.” Trinity College Faculty 
Research Grant, summer research stipend and housing for 1 undergraduate. 

2010 – 2011 “Assessing blood lead levels in Red-tailed Hawks and other urban birds living in Hartford.” Trinity 
College Faculty Research Grant, summer research stipend and housing for 1 undergraduate 

2007 – 2008 “Seasonal change in avian communities at Trinity College field station.” Trinity College Faculty 
Research Grant, summer research stipend and housing for 1 undergraduate 



Joan L. Morrison July 2016 

 

 

3 

 

2006 – 2008 “Use of urban environments by Red-tailed Hawks”  Howard Hughes Medical Grant to Trinity 
College, summer research stipend ($3500) for 4 undergraduates (1 was a thesis fellow); Trinity 
College Faculty Research Grant, summer research stipend ($3500) for 3 undergraduates. 

2005 - 2006 “Assessing raptor diets: using Scanning Electron Microscopy to identify mammal hairs from 
pellets.”  Howard Hughes Medical Grant to Trinity College, summer research stipend ($3500) for 
1 undergraduate. 

2005 – 2006 “Assessing raptor diet using pellet analysis.”  Trinity College Faculty Research Grant, summer 
research stipend ($3500) for 1 undergraduate. 

2004 – 2005: “Genetic structure of Florida’s crested caracara population.” Trinity College Faculty Research 
Grant, research ($2900) + summer stipend ($3500) for 1 undergraduate. 

2003 - 2004: “Avian Community Structure and Habitat Associations in Urban Parks.” Trinity College Faculty 
Research Grant, research + Jr. faculty stipend ($4050) plus summer stipend ($2340) for 2 
undergraduates.  

2002 (summer): Grant to add Quantitative Content to “Introduction to Environmental Science,” ENVS 149.  
$1000, Trinity College, Math Center. 

2000 - 2002: “Avian Community Structure and Habitat Associations in Urban Parks.” Trinity College Faculty 
Research Grant, research + Jr. faculty stipend ($5100) plus summer stipend (total $4500) for 2 
undergraduates. 

 
AREAS OF SCHOLARSHIP:  
1. Ecology, population dynamics, and habitat relationships of birds living in human-influenced landscapes, 

particularly urban environments and agricultural systems. 

2. Threatened and endangered species biology and management. 

3. Population dynamics and population viability of small and isolated populations. 

4. The function of urban parks and green spaces in conserving biodiversity. 
 

HONORS, AWARDS: 

2007 - 2009: Charles A. Dana Research Associate Professor of Biology 

1999:  Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, Colorado State University 

1998 - 1999: Ford Foundation Post-doctoral Fellowship for Minorities, $25,000 (Post-doctoral research, UF) 

1997:  Helen and Alan Cruikshank Award, Florida Ornithological Society 

1997:  Sigma Xi Graduate Student Award, University of Florida Chapter 

1997:  Gamma Sigma Delta Agricultural Honor Society, University of Florida 

1997:  Sigma Xi, Associate membership, University of Florida 

1996 - 1997: Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship for Minorities, $18,000 (Dissertation writing, UF) 

1996:  GSA travel award, University of Florida 

1995:   Travel award, Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, University of Florida 

1995:  Graduate Student of the Year award, Ph.D., research. WEC, Univ. of Florida. 

 
CONSULTANCIES: 

Present:  Responses of caracaras to various land conversion projects. US Fish and Wildlife Service, Vero 
Beach, FL; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville, FL; South Florida Water Management 
District, West Palm Beach, FL. 

2015:  Assessment of the North Ranch Master Plan and Environmental Plan. Deseret Ranch, 
Melbourne, FL 

2015: Habitat analysis for caracaras - Babcock Ranch Preserve. Mosaic Mining Corp., Johnson 
Engineering, Ft. Myers, FL 

2010 - 2012: Response of nesting caracaras to nest tree removal in association with river restoration, 
Kissimmee River basin, FL.  South Florida Water Management District, Okeechobee, FL 

2005 - 2006: Monitoring and mitigation for crested caracaras on Ave Maria DRI, Collier County, FL.  Wilson-
Miller, Inc., Fort Myers, FL. 

2003 - 2005: Design alternatives for phosphate mining near crested caracara nests.  IMC Phosphates Co., 
Mulberry, FL. 
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2000 - 2003: Post-restoration monitoring of Audubon’s Crested Caracara within the Kissimmee River 
Restoration Project Area, South Florida Water Management District and Johnson Engineering 
Inc., Fort Myers, FL. 

2001:  Surveys for grassland birds at Rentschler Field.  United Technologies Corp., Hartford, CT. 

 
PUBLICATIONS: 

Articles in Peer-reviewed Journals: 

Morrison, J.L  In press. Habitat and Landscape Correlates of Species Richness and Guild Composition of Birds 
Wintering in Urban Parks in Hartford, Connecticut. Northeastern Naturalist, Special Edition: Winter Ecology. 

Morrison, J.L, I.G.W. Gottlieb†, and K.E. Pias†. 2016. Spatial distribution and the value of green spaces for 
urban red-tailed hawks. Urban Ecosystems.  DOI 10.1007/s11252-016-0554-0 

Morrison, J.L. and J.M. Baird†. 2016. Using banding and encounter data to investigate movements of Red-
tailed Hawks in the Northeast. Journal of Raptor Research 50(2):1-15. 

Morrison, J.L., B. Schmidt, and S.M. McGehee. 2016. A new longevity record for the Northern Caracara 
(Caracara cheriway) in Florida. Florida Field Naturalist 44(1):25-27. 

Erwin, J.A., R.R. Fitak, J.F. Dwyer, J.L. Morrison, M. Culver. 2016. Molecular detection and prevalence of 
bacteria in the families Rickettsiaceae and Anaplasmataceae in northern crested caracaras (Caracara 
cheriway). Ticks and Tick-borne Diseases.  DOI-10.1016/j.ttbdis.2016.01.015. 

Vaughn, E.E., J.F. Dwyer, J.L. Morrison, and M. Culver. 2014. Development and characterization of 
polymorphic microsatellite markers for the crested caracara, Caracara cheriway. Conservation Genetics 
Resources 6: DOI 10.1007/s12686-015-0423-9. 

Dwyer, J.F., J.D. Fraser, and J.L. Morrison. 2013. Range sizes and habitat use of non-breeding Crested 
Caracaras in Florida.  Journal of Field Ornithology 84(3):223–233 

Dwyer, J.F., J.L. Morrison, and J.D. Fraser. 2012. Within-year survival of non-breeding Crested Caracaras. 
Condor 114(2):295–301. 

Dwyer, J.F., J.L. Morrison, and J.D. Fraser. 2012. Evaluating survey methods for nesting Northern Crested 
Caracaras. Journal of Wildlife Management 76:857-862. 

Morrison, J.L. K.E. Pias†, J. Cohen, and D. Catlin. 2009. Environmental correlates of breeding in Florida’s 
Crested Caracaras. Auk 126(4):1-8. 

Nemeth, N., J. Dwyer, J. Morrison, R Bowen, J.D. Fraser. 2009. Seroprevalence of West Nile virus and other 
arboviruses in crested caracaras (Caracara cheriway) in Florida, Journal of Wildlife Disease 45(3):817-822. 

Morrison, J.L. and P.B. Wood. 2009. Broadening our approaches to studying dispersal in raptors. Journal of 
Raptor Research.  43(2):81-89.  Invited paper for a special issue of the journal focused on dispersal in 
raptors. 

Morrison J.L, K.E. Pias†, J. Abrams†, I.G.W Gottlieb†, M. Deyrup, and M. McMillian. 2008. Invertebrate diet of 
breeding and non-breeding Crested Caracaras (Caracara cheriway) in Florida. Journal of Raptor Research 
42(1):38-47. 

Morrison, J.L., M. McMillian, J. Cohen, and D. Catlin. 2007. Environmental correlates of nesting success in 
Red-shouldered Hawks. Condor 109:648-657. 

Morrison, J.L. 2007. Characteristics of nest sites used by Crested Caracaras in south-central Florida.  Florida 
Field Naturalist. 35(1):1-8. 

Morrison, J.L., J. Abrams†, M. Deyrup, T. Eisner, and M. McMillian. 2007. Noxious menu: chemically protected 
insects in the diet of the crested caracara. Southeastern Naturalist 6(1):1-14. 

Morrison, J.L., M. Terry*, and P.L. Kennedy. 2006. Potential factors influencing nest defense in diurnal North 
American raptors.  Journal of Raptor Research 40(2): 98-110. 

Morrison, J.L. and K.E. Pias†. 2006. Assessing the vertebrate component of the diet of Florida’s crested 
caracaras. Florida Scientist 69(1): 36-43. 

Morrison, J.L and W.C. Chapman†. 2005. Can urban parks provide habitat for woodpeckers? Northeastern 
Naturalist 12(3):253-262. 
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Morrison, J.L. 2003. Age-specific survival of Florida’s Crested Caracaras. Journal of Field Ornithology 
74(4):321-330. 

Nemeth, N.M.* and J.L. Morrison. 2002.  Natal dispersal of the Crested Caracara in Florida. Journal of Raptor 
Research 36(3):203-206. 

Forrester, D.J., G.W. Foster, and J.L. Morrison. 2001. Leucocytozoon toddi and Haemoproteus tinnunculi 
(Protozoa: Haemosporina) in the Chimango Caracara (Milvago chimango) in Southern Chile. Memórias do 
Instituto Oswaldo Cruz 96: 1023-1024. 

Morrison, J.L. and S.R. Humphrey. 2001. Conservation value of private lands for Crested Caracaras in Florida.  
Conservation Biology 15(3):675-684. 

Willson, M.F., J.L. Morrison, K.E. Sieving, T.L. De Santo, L. Santisteban#, and I. Díaz#. 2001. Patterns of 
predation risk and survival of bird nests in a Chilean agricultural landscape.  Conserv. Biol. 15(2):447-456. 

Morrison, J.L. and L.M. Phillips#. 2000. Nesting habitat and success of the Chimango Caracara in southern 
Chile.  Wilson Bulletin 112(2):225-232. 

Morrison, J.L. 1999. Breeding biology and productivity of Florida’s Crested Caracaras. Condor 101(3):505-517. 

Morrison, J.L. and M. Maltbie. 1999. Methods for gender determination of Crested Caracaras. Journal of 
Raptor Research  33(2):128-133. 

Morrison, J.L. 1998. Effects of double brooding on productivity of Crested Caracaras. Auk 115(4):979-987. 

Foster, G.W., J.L. Morrison, C.K. Steible, and D.J. Forrester. 1998. Haemoproteus tinnunculi in Crested 
Caracaras (Caracara plancus audubonii) from south-central Florida. Jour. Raptor Research 32(2):159-162. 

Morrison, J.L., M.A. McMillian, S.M. McGehee, L.D. Todd. 1997. First record of Crested Caracaras nesting in a 
cypress. Florida Field Naturalist. 25(2):51-53. 

Morrison, J.L. 1996. Crested Caracara (Caracara plancus). In The Birds of North America, No. 249 (A. Poole 
and F. Gill, eds.). The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, and The American Ornithologists’ Union, 
Washington, D.C. 

Morrison, J.L. and S.M. McGehee. 1996. Capture methods for Crested Caracaras. Journal of Field Ornithology. 
67(4):630-636. 

Morrison, J.L. 1992. Persistence of the meadow jumping mouse, Zapus hudsonius luteus, in New Mexico. The 
Southwestern Naturalist 37(3):308-311. 

Morrison, J.L. and P.L. Kennedy. 1989. The use of line transects to evaluate the abundance of diurnal 
mammalian prey.  Journal of Raptor Research 23(4):172-175. 

† undergraduate co-author from Trinity College 
* undergraduate co-author from Colorado State University 
# undergraduate co-author from University of Florida 

 

Symposia and Other Peer Reviewed Publications 

Morrison, Joan L. and James F. Dwyer. 2012. Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway), The Birds of North 
America Online (A. Poole, Ed.). Ithaca: Cornell Lab of Ornithology; Retrieved from the Birds of North 
America Online: http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/249  doi:10.2173/bna.249. (update of account 
originally published in 1996) 

Morrison, J.L. 2006. The Crested Caracara in the changing grasslands of Florida. Pp. 211-215 in R. Noss 
(Ed.), Land of Fire and Water: The Florida Dry Prairie Ecosystem. Proceedings of the Florida Dry Prairie 
Conference, October 2004, Sebring, Florida. 

Morrison, J.L. 2001. Recommended management practices and survey protocols for Audubon’s Crested 
Caracara (Caracara cheriway audubonii) in Florida. Technical Report No. 18.  Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission. Project Number: NG-96-021. 

Morrison, J.L. 1990. The meadow jumping mouse in New Mexico: habitat preferences and management 
recommendations.  Pp. 136-143 in P.R. Krausman and N.S. Smith, eds. Proceedings of the Symposium on 
Managing Wildlife in the Southwest.  Published by The Wildlife Society, Arizona Chapter, Phoenix, AZ. 

 
  

http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/249
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Book Chapters: 

Morrison, J.L. 2002. “Teaching Science and Conservation in an Urban Environment”. in website publication, 
Cities, Urban Learning, and the Liberal Arts, Trinity College, Hartford, CT.  
http://www.trincoll.edu/pub/Dean_Fac/urbpubs.html  

 
Reviews: 

Morrison, J.L. 1995. Book Review: Meffe, G.K. and Carroll, R.C. 1994. Principles of Conservation Biology, 
Sinauer. Journal of Mammalogy 76(3):972-974. 

 

Works Submitted for Publication 

Dwyer, J.F., J. D. Fraser, and J.L. Morrison. Evolution of communal roosting: a Social Refuge-Territory 
Prospecting Hypothesis. Behavioral Ecology. 

Smith, J.L., J.L. Morrison , and J.D. Fraser. Using Habitat Models to Aid the Conservation of Crested 
Caracaras. Journal of Wildlife Management. 

 

Works in Preparation 

Morrison, J.L. Post-fledging dependence period and movement patterns of crested caracaras in Florida. for 
Journal of Raptor Research. 
† undergraduate co-author from Trinity College 

 

SELECTED TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS 

2012: Effects of Land Conversion Projects on Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway) in Florida: A Pilot Study. 
Unpubl. Final Report to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, South Florida Ecological Services Office, Vero 
Beach, FL.  With Jennifer A. Smith and Jim Fraser.  WFF Contract No. 2010-CC-01 

2007: Habitat suitability and demographic population viability models for Florida’s Crested Caracaras. Final 
Report. Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. With K.V. Root., J. Barnes, and G. Lipps. 
Project Number: NG00-0011. 

2006: Station 43-sanctuary important bird area conservation and management plan.  Unpubl. Final Report to 
Hartford Audubon Society, Hartford, CT. 

2003: The Lykes Brighton Sugar Cane North Farm Project: Monitoring Crested Caracaras.  Unpubl. Final 
Report to Lykes Bros., Inc. and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, South Florida Ecological Services Office, 
Vero Beach, FL. 

2003: The Crossing Grove Project and Audubon’s Crested caracara, DeSoto County, Florida.  Unpubl. Final 
report to Orange-co of Florida, Inc. and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, South Florida Ecological Services 
Office. 

2001: Age-specific survival and recruitment rates and development of best management practices for Florida’s 
Crested Caracaras.  Final Report to Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Project Number: 
NG-96-021. 

2001: Non-breeding season ecology of the Cape Sable seaside sparrow (Ammodramus maritimus mirabilis). 
Unpubl. Final Report to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, South Florida Ecosystem Office, Vero Beach, 
FL.  Grants # 1448-40181-98-G-031 and 1448-40181-87-G-043.  With Tylan F. Dean. 

1997: Distribution and habitat use of Audubon’s Crested Caracara within the Kissimmee River restoration 
project area.  Unpubl. Final Report to South Florida Water Management District, West Palm Beach, FL. 
Project # PC P703067 

1996: Habitat associations, reproduction, and foraging ecology of Audubon’s Crested Caracara (Caracara 
plancus audubonii) in south central Florida.  Unpubl. Final Report to Avon Park Air Force Range, Avon 

Park, FL.  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Coop Unit, University of Florida Research Work Order # 114. 

1996: Ecology of Audubon’s Crested Caracara (Caracara plancus audubonii) in south central Florida.  Unpubl. 
Final Report to Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, Tallahassee, FL. Grant # NG91 – 007. 
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PRESENTATIONS: 

Papers given at professional conferences:  (*presenter) 

2014.  New transmitter technology: embracing the potential while understanding the limitations. Annual meeting, 
Raptor Research Foundation, Corpus Christi, TX, September 

2014. Concurrent Communal Roosting of Crested Caracaras, Black Vultures, Turkey Vultures, and Wading 
Birds at a Single Roost in Florida.  James F. Dwyer*, James D. Fraser, Joan L. Morrison. Annual meeting, 
Raptor Research Foundation, Annual meeting, Raptor Research Foundation, Corpus Christi, TX, 
September 

2010: Testing survey methods for Crested Caracaras (Caracara cheriway) in Florida. James F. Dwyer*, James 
D. Fraser, Joan L. Morrison. Annual meeting, Raptor Research Foundation, Fort Collins, CO, September. 

2009: Why do non-breeding crested caracaras in Florida form groups? James F. Dwyer*, James D. Fraser, 
Joan L. Morrison. Annual meeting, Raptor Research Foundation, Pitlochry, UK. September. 

2008: Interspecific and intraspecific social interactions of crested caracaras (Caracara cheriway) in Florida. 
James F. Dwyer*, James D. Fraser, Joan L. Morrison. Annual meeting, Raptor Research Foundation, 
Missoula, MT. September. 

2007: Predicting habitat distribution for the Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway) using a spatial modeling 
approach. Jami Barnes, Karen V. Root, Gregg Lipps, and Joan L. Morrison*. Annual meeting, Raptor 
Research Foundation, Fogelsville, PA. September. SESSION CHAIR: HABITAT 

2005:  Habitat use and spatial partitioning of three raptors on a south Florida cattle ranch. Annual Research 
Symposium, Archbold Biological Station, Lake Placid, FL. January. 

2004: The importance of prairies and cattle ranches to Florida’s Crested Caracaras.  Florida Dry Prairie 
Conference, Sebring, Florida, October. 

2001: Turnover and Dispersal of Crested Caracaras (Caracara cheriway) in Florida.  Annual meeting, Raptor 
Research Foundation, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, October SESSION CHAIR: GENERAL SESSION IV. 

2000: Non-breeding season ecology of the Cape Sable seaside sparrow: field observations and implications for 
management. Greater Everglades Ecosystem Restoration meeting, Naples, FL, December. 

2000: Evaluation of the US Fish and Wildlife Service Draft Environmental Assessment to harvest nestling 
Peregrine Falcons in the western US.  Annual meeting, Raptor Research Foundation, Jonesboro, AR, 
November. 

2000: Conservation and private lands: Crested Caracaras on cattle ranches in Florida.  Annual meeting, Society 
of Conservation Biology, Missoula, MT, June. 

1999: The current status of knowledge of raptor dispersal – where are we and where should we go?  Annual 
meeting, Raptor Research Foundation. La Paz, BCS, Mexico. November. SESSION CHAIR: DISPERSAL 

1999: Predation risk to bird nests: patterns in a Chilean agricultural landscape. Annual meeting, American 
Ornithologists’ Union, Ithaca, NY, August.  SESSION CHAIR: NEST PREDATION 

1999: Local conservation strategies for southern Chile’s temperate rainforests. Annual meeting, Southwestern 
and Rocky Mountain Division, American Association for the Advancement of Science.  Santa Fe, NM, 
April. 

1996: Managed landscapes and threatened species: nest success of Crested Caracaras on cattle ranches in 
Florida.  Annual Meeting, American Ornithologists’ Union and Raptor Research Foundation, Boise, ID, 
August. 

1995: Post-fledging exploratory movements of juvenile Crested Caracaras in Florida.  Annual Meeting, Raptor 
Research Foundation, Duluth, MN, November. 

1994: Breeding biology of the Crested Caracara in Florida. Annual meeting, Raptor Research Foundation, 
Flagstaff, AZ, November. 

 
Selected Poster Presentations: 
2015: On the move: extralimital observations of the Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway) in North America. 

Annual meeting, Raptor Research Foundation, Sacramento, CA, Nov. 

2013. Green Space Within Home Ranges of Red-tailed Hawks (Buteo jamaicensis) in an Urban Environment. 
Annual meeting, Raptor Research Foundation, Bariloche, Argentina, Oct. (with Sarah Black†, Isabel G.W. 
Gottlieb†, and Kyle E. Pias†)  
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2012: Phenologic Shift: Are hawks on the east coast adapting their migratory patterns to climate change?  
Annual meeting, Hawk Migration Association of North America, Greenwich, CT. Oct. (with Jason Baird†). 

2011: Analysis of Banding and Recovery Data for Red-tailed Hawks (Buteo jamaicensis) in the northeastern 
U.S. Annual meeting, Raptor Research Foundation, Duluth, MN. Sept. (with Jason Baird†). 

2009: Use of Breast Plumage to Age Crested Caracaras (Caracara cheriway). Annual meeting, American 
Ornithologists Union, Philadelphia, PA. Aug. (with J.F. Dwyer and J.D. Fraser). 

2008: Ecology of an Urban Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) Population. Annual meeting, Raptor Research 
Foundation, Missoula, MT. Sept. (with Isabel G.W. Gottlieb†, Frances M.L. Thomas†, Connor Wells†, and 
Kyle E. Pias†) 

2008: Seroprevalence of West Nile virus and other arboviruses in crested caracaras (Caracara cheriway) in 
Florida. International Conference of the Wildlife Disease Association, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, 
August. (with N. Nemeth, J.F.Dwyer, R. Bowen and J.D. Fraser). 

2007: Food habits of Florida's Crested Caracaras (Caracara cheriway). Annual meeting, Raptor Research 
Foundation, Fogelsville, PA. September. (with Kyle E. Pias† and Isabel G.W. Gottlieb†) 

2007: Finding microsatellite markers for the Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway). Annual meeting, Raptor 
Research Foundation, Fogelsville, PA. September. 

2006. Aspects of the diet of the northern Crested Caracara in Florida. 4th North American Ornithological 
Conference, Veracruz, Mexico, October. (with K.E. Pias†) 

2006: Habitat use, spatial partitioning, and productivity of 3 coexisting raptors on a south Florida cattle ranch. 
4th North American Ornithological Conference, Veracruz, Mexico, October. 

2006. Rural lands stewardship and species conservation in Collier County, Florida. 20th Annual Meeting, Society 
for Conservation Biology, San Jose, CA. June. (with B. Johnson, Wilson Miller, Inc.) 

2004: Urban parks as habitat islands with importance for conservation of regional biodiversity. 18th Annual 
Meeting, Society for Conservation Biology, New York, NY. August. (with E.J. Riley†). 

2004: Diet analysis of nesting crested caracaras in south central Florida.  Undergraduate Environmental 
Research Symposium, Bridgewater State College, Bridgewater State College, Bridgewater, MA. 
November (with K.E. Pias†) 

2002: Composition and habitat associations of breeding bird communities in urban parks.  3rd North American 
Ornithological Conference, New Orleans, LA. Sept. (with J.A. Birnbaum†, P.M. Ciastko†, and C.M. 
Geremia†).  

2002; Habitat relationships among wintering birds in urban parks. 3rd North American Ornithological Conference, 
New Orleans, LA. September. (with Z.A. Kahn†).  

1998: Nesting density and success of the Chimango Caracara (Milvago chimango) in southern Chile. Annual 
meeting, American Ornithologists’ Union and Raptor Research Foundation, St. Louis, MO. April. (with 
L.M. Phillips) 

1996: Characteristics and habitat composition of Crested Caracara home ranges in south-central Florida. 
Annual Meeting, American Ornithologists’ Union and Raptor Research Foundation, Boise, ID, August. 
(with L.D. Todd) 

 
† undergraduate co-authors from Trinity College 
 
Invited lectures 
2006: Challenges of conservation on private lands. Invited lecture, Department of Natural Resources 

Conservation, UMass-Amherst, MA. (Oct) 

2005: Conservation value of private lands for Florida’s Crested Caracaras.  Invited lecture at Conservation 
Biology conference, Long Island University, Brooklyn campus, March. 

2004: Raptors in human-managed landscapes: Caracaras in Florida and Chile.  Invited lecture, Department of 
Biology, Eastern Connecticut State University, Willimantic, CT. (November) 

2002: Raptors in human-managed landscapes: Caracaras in Florida and Chile.  Invited lecture, Department of 
Biology, Fordham University, The Louis Calder Center, New York (October). 
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1999:  Department of Education and the National Council of Science and Technology, Centro de Investigaciones 
Biológicas del Noroeste, La Paz, BCS, Mexico. Presented two lectures on raptor population ecology and 
habitat management, in conjunction with the annual meeting of the Raptor Research Foundation. 

1999: Coordinated and presented 2 workshops on the biology of and management (regulatory and recovery) 
issues for Florida’s crested caracaras.  Workshops were sponsored by a private landowner, Archbold 
Biological Station, and the South Florida Water Management District and were presented for landowners, 
consultants, and federal and state agency biologists and managers. 

1998: “Pre-breeding dispersal of Crested Caracaras in Florida.”  Invited symposium on raptor dispersal. Annual 
meeting, American Ornithologists’ Union and Raptor Research Foundation, St. Louis, MO. (April) 

 
Local and community invited presentations: 

2015: My urban bird research; Connecticut Forest & Park Association, Hartford, CT (May) 
2015: Climate - Too Hot (or Cold!) to Handle - talk on climate change, to local group, Farmington, CT (Feb) 
2010: My caracara research; Port St. Lucie Audubon Society, Port ST. Lucie, FL (Feb) 

2009: My caracara research; Big-O Birding Festival, Clewiston, FL (Apr) 

2008: Issues of the environment; Avery Heights Senior Center (Oct) 

2008: My red-tailed hawk research; Connecticut’s Beardsley Zoo, Bridgeport, CT (Sep) 

2007: My caracara research; Springfield Audubon Society, Springfield, MA (Oct) 

2006: Ecology of local raptors; Glastonbury Audubon Center, Glastonbury, CT. (Oct.) 

2005: Birds in Chile; Hartford Audubon Society, Hartford, CT. (Oct.) 

2004: My caracara research; Litchfield Audubon Society, Litchfield, CT. (May) 

2003: My caracara research; New Haven Bird Club, New Haven, CT (Sept.) 

2003: My urban bird research; Annual Science Research Symposium, Stissing Mountain High School, Pine 
Plains, New York (May) 

2002: My urban bird research; annual meeting of Connecticut Ornithological Association (March) 

2002: My caracara research; Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club, Albany, NY. (Oct.) 

2001: My caracara research; Hartford Audubon Society, Hartford, CT. (Oct.) 

2001: Status of the American Kestrel in Connecticut; Windham Land Trust (Oct.) 

1998: Ecology of an avian predator in Chiloé’s fragmented landscape. Darwin on Chiloé: a Symposium to 
commemorate Darwin’s visit to Chiloé Island. Ancud, Chiloé, Chile (Nov) 

 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE: 

Present: Secretary and Chair of Conservation Committee, Raptor Research Foundation 

2011-2015t: Co-chair, Conservation Committee, Raptor Research Foundation 

2002-present: Associate Editor, Journal of Raptor Research (55 manuscripts reviewed to date) 

2007-2011: Secretary, Raptor Research Foundation 

2000–2011 Student Travel Award Committee, Raptor Research Foundation 

2000-2002: Judge of student papers and session chair at annual meetings of the Raptor Research 
Foundation, 2000, 2001, 2002. 

 2001: Member, committee to evaluate proposed monitoring plans for the Peregrine Falcon and its 
nesting habitat, Raptor Research Foundation. 

 2000: Chair, committee to evaluate the Draft Environmental Assessment for harvest of nestling 
Peregrine Falcons, Raptor Research Foundation. 

2000-Present: Reviewed manuscripts for Conservation Biology (1), Auk (3), Northeastern Naturalist (2), 
Condor (5), Ecology (1), Journal of Field Ornithology (6), Wilson Bulletin (5), Southwestern 
Naturalist (1), Biodiversity Conservation (1), Journal of Wildlife Management (1). 

2000-2002: Reviewed 2 research proposals submitted to Non-game Program, Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission. 

 1995: Appointed member, South Florida Ecosystem Multi-Species Recovery Team, USFWS, Vero 
Beach 

 1995: Invited member, Conservation Assessment and Management Plan, North American 
Falconiformes. 
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GRADUATE STUDENTS AND POST-DOCS: 

2009-2012: Kyle E. Pias, Florida Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, Dept. of Wildlife Ecology and 
Conservation, University of Florida. M.Sc. (with Dr. W. Kitchens and Dr. R. Fletcher) Graduated 
Dec 2012 

2010-2012 Dr. Jennifer Smith, Post-doctoral Research Associate, Dept. Fisheries and Wildlife Science, 
Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA. (with Dr. J.D. Fraser). Completed Sept. 2012. 

2006-2010: James F. Dwyer, Dept. Fisheries and Wildlife Science, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA. Ph.D. (co-
advisor, with Dr. J.D. Fraser).  Graduated May 2010  

2004-2009: Jane Seymour, Dept. Natural Resources, University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT. M.S.  Graduated 
Jan 2009 (committee member) 

 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS: 

American Ornithologist’s Union 
Raptor Research Foundation 
Cooper Ornithological Society 
Society of Field Ornithologists 
Wilson Ornithological Society 
 


