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Professor Michael Lestz earned a doctorate in Chinese history from Yale University in 1982.  Before coming to 
Trinity College, he worked for the Congressional Research Service of the Library of Congress, as a consultant for 
Business Asia in Hong Kong.  He has taught at Wesleyan and Clark Universities and the University of HI, Manoa. 
  
At Trinity, Lestz was a founder of Trinity's International Studies Program (INTS) and served for five years as its first 
director.  In this capacity, he supervised an umbrella program with undergraduate majors in Asian, African, Middle 
Eastern, Russian, and Latin American Studies and played a major role in launching six new positions that today 
strengthen these programs. He was also responsible for the introduction of Chinese and Japanese language to the 
Trinity curriculum and served as the first the director of the Asian Studies major. 
  
Lestz is in his second term as the Chairman of the Department of History. With twenty faculty and some one hundred 
and twenty majors, history is one of Trinity's largest programs of study.  In this position, he increased the 
department's major base, reinforced the global content of the history curriculum, oversaw curricular reform, and 
added new positions in Middle Eastern ,African history., and Japanese history.   
 
As Director of Asian Programs starting in 1998, Lestz oversaw the elaboration of seven collaborative relationships 
with Asian universities including the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Qinghua University in Beijing, National 
Taiwan University in Taipei, Tribhuvan University in Kathmandu, and Vietnam National University in Hanoi.  His 
efforts contributed led to the elaboration of a strategy for international development and recruitment of Asian 
students that traced a new direction for Trinity College. 
    
Lestz's publications focus on Qing and 20

th
 century Chinese political and intellectual history.  He was a founding 

member of the editorial board of Jiuzhou xuekan and served as its reviews editor for five years. He is co-author with 
Pei-kai Cheng and Jonathan Spence of W. W. Norton's  The Search for Modern China:  A Document Collection 
(1999).  His latest manuscript, The Fascist Temptation in Republican China, 1928-1937, examines the thought and 
political practice of the radical right of the Guomindang during the Nanking decade.  He has been the recipient of 
grant or scholarship awards from  Yale University, the NEH, the CT Council for the Humanities, Cornell University, 
and Trinity College. 
 
Throughout his career, Lestz has served on the boards of non-profit organizations in Connecticut and elsewhere and 
received various awards for these pro bono activities.  His board memberships have included Literacy Volunteers of 
Greater Hartford, China-in-Connecticut, the Connecticut China Council, and a term as chairman of the board for the 
Mel Wong Dance Company. 
 
During the AY02-03, Lestz served as senior adviser to the President for Global Affairs at the University of Hawai’i. 
and was, concurrently, the first Freeman Professor of Asian Studies.  He served on the senior staff of the University 
and was a member of the Executive Committee of the Center for Chinese Studies. During his year in Hawai’i, Lestz 
was the principal investigator for two successful grants proposals to Atlantic Philanthropies to support English-
language capacity building projects in Vietnam.  
 

Professor Lestz was the director of Trinity's Alumni College in Hong Kong in 1997, has led numerous Trinity art and 

history tours to China and other parts of Asia and is co-director of Trinity College’s Himalayan global learning site.  

He has guided numerous treks in Nepal and the Tibet. Lestz teaches courses on China, Vietnam, and the Himalayas.  

His Asian languages are Chinese, Korean, Nepali, and Khmer.  A current research project is focused on China’s 

relationship with Angkorean Cambodia and Lestz recently completed the first direct English translation of Zhou 

Daguan’s Zhenla Fengtuji (1296). 

 

Lestz is the Director of the O’Neill Asia Cum Laude Endowment that supports study for Trinity College study in 

Asia.  O’Neill projects have so far (2009) taken faculty and students of the College, to China, Nepal, Tibet, and 
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Cambodia.   These projects include Megacities of the Yangtze River (third iteration coming in the summer of 2011) 

and Cambodia-in-Context (fourth run planned for summer 2011). 

 

 

 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

Michael E. Lestz 

 

ContactAddress: 

Trinity College 

300 Summit Street 

Hartford, CT 06106 

michael.lestz@trincoll.edu 

860 297 2385 

 

Education 

 
Yale University, Ph. D. 1982  
  
Yale University, M. Phil. Chinese History, 1976 
 
Yale University, M.A., East Asian Studies, 1974 
 
Trinity College, B.A., cum laude, 1968 
 
Dissertation title: The Meaning of Revival:  The Kuomintang "New Right" and Party Building in Republican China, 
1925-1936    
Dissertation Committee:  Professors Jonathan Spence (principal adviser), Yu Ying-shih, James Crowley 
 

Academic Appointments 

      

Associate Professor, History Department, Trinity College, 1986-present 

 

Freeman Visiting Professor of Asian Studies, University of Hawai’i, Manoa, 2002-2003 

 

Director of International Honors Program, Challenges of Globalism in the Himalayas, Kathmandu and Lhasa, 2002 

 

Guest Professor of History, National Pingtung Normal College, Pingtung, Taiwan, 1993-1994 

 

Visiting Associate Professor of History, Wesleyan University, Spring, 1990 

                     

Assistant Professor, History Department, Trinity College, 1982-1985 

        

Lecturer, History Department, Trinity College, 1979-1982  

  

Adjunct Professor, Clark University, Worcester, MA, 1978-1979  

  

Academic Director, N.D.E.A. Summer Workshop, Yale University, Summer, 1978, 1979 

  

Lecturer, Trinity College, 1976-1977  

  

Teaching Associate, Yale University, 1974-1978 
 
 

mailto:michael.lestz@trincoll.edu
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Fellowships and Grants 

 
O’Neill Asia Cum Laude Endowment, project organizer and grant director, 2005 to present 
 
Freeman Professor of Asian Studies, University of Hawai’i at Manoa, 2002-2003 
 
Atlantic Philanthropies, PI, Vietnam Language Capacity Grant, 2003  
 
Cornell Summer Language Fellowship (Nepali), 2001 
 
CT Council for the Humanities, primary investigator and project director, 1994 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar Grant, 1991 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar Grant, 1990 
 
Junior Faculty Research Grant, Trinity College, 1984 
 
Taiwan National University xuandusheng, Ministry of Education, Republic  of China, 1979 
  
Yale University summer language grant ( Japanese), 1979  
                  
Yale University graduate fellowship, 1977  
 
Yale University summer language grant (Chinese), 1975 
  
Yale University graduate fellowship, 1974-1976 
 

Academic Leadership 

 

Trinity College 

 
Director, O’Neill Asia Cum Laude Endowment, 2005  
 
Co-Director, Trinity College Himalayas Global Learning Site, 2003-present 
 
Chairman, Department of History, Trinity College, 1997-2001, 2010-present 
 
Director of Asian Programs, 1999-2003 
 
Director and academic architect, International Honors Program and Trinity Nepal/Tibet Program, 2001 
 
Steering Committee for Decolonization, Diaspora and Migrations, and Millenium Co-Curricular Initiatives, 1997-
2001 
 
Director, Trinity College Cityscape Conference, San Francisco, 1999 
 
Director, Trinity-in-Hong Kong Alumni College, 1997 
 
Director, International Studies Program, Trinity College, 1990-1995 
 
Director, Asian Studies Concentration, Trinity College, 1986-1990 
 
 

Leadership in other academic settings 
 
Senior Adviser to the President for Global Affairs, University of Hawai’i at Manoa, 2002-2003 
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Executive Committee, Center for Chinese Studies, University of Hawai’i at Manoa, 2002-2003 

 
Assistant to the President, National Pingtung Teachers’ College, 1993-1994 
 
Editorial Board, Jiuzhou Xuekan (Reviews Editor, 1984-1991), 1984-1996 
 

Board Memberships 

 
Director, CT China Council, 1999-2001 
 
Board of Directors, Literacy Volunteers of Greater Hartford, 1995-2000 
 
Board of Directors, Mel Wong Dance Company, 1982-1986 (chair,  
 
Board of Directors, China-in-CT, 1982-1986 

 

Professional Recognition  
 
Reserve Officers of America, Foreign Policy Seminar Program Service  Award, 1998 
 
Literacy Volunteers of Greater Hartford Volunteer Service Award, 1995 
 
Chinese Culture Center Community Service Award, 1991 

   

Related Professional Experience (summary list) 

 
Taiwan Correspondent, Business International Asia Pacific, 1979-1980  
  
Research Analyst in Asian Affairs, Federal Research Division, Library of Congress, 1972-1973  
  
U. S. Army (graduate D. L. I. E. C. Language School in Korean, service with Korean Military Advisory Group 
(KMAG), 1968-1971  

 

Books 

 

The Search for Modern China: A Document Collection,  eds. Michael Lestz & Cheng Pei-kai with Jonathan Spence, 

Norton, 1999.  

 

Reading the World: Life Narratives By Adult New Readers (vols. I & II), eds. Michael Lestz, George Demetrion, 

and Sharon Smith, Hartford Courant Press, 1994 

 

Taiwan to 1987:  Economic and Political Outlook for Business Planners, co-author, Business International Research 

Division, Hong Kong, 1982. 

 

Manuscripts  

 

In the Land of Easy, Zhou Daguan’s Zhenla fengtuji (Record of the customs of Cambodia)  and 13
th

 Century Angkor  

 

The Fascist Temptation in Republican China, (first author, co-authored with Cheng Pei-kai, seeking publisher)  

 

Articles and book chapters 

 

Profs Without Borders, Connection: The Journal of the New England Board of Higher Education, Fall, 
2005. 
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Note on Mao Guoji and translation of preface of Hunan nüushi shichao suojian chuji, Sun Kang-I and Haun Saussy,  

Women Writers of Traditional China:  An  Anthology of Poetry and Criticism, Stanford, 1999, pp. 715-717.  

 

Gli intellettuali del Fuxingshe.  Fascisimo e dittatura del partito in Cina, 1932-1937, Storia Contemporanea, XVIII, 

n. 2, April, 1987, pp. 269-285.  

 

Remembrance:  A Review of Three Recent Works on the Holocaust,  Jiuzhou Xuekan, Summer, 1987. pp. 97-106. 

[Chinese] 

 

The Italian Air Mission in China,  Research note on General Silvio Scarone's Mia Missione Militare in Cina, Jiuzhou 

Xuekan, Spring, 1987, pp. 114-116.  [Chinese review article] 

 

Fascism, the Falange, and Rivera, Dangdai, No. 12, April 1, 1987, pp. 31-35. [Chinese] 

 

The Soong Sisters and Revolution of the Left and Right in China,  in  Haddad and Findly, Women, Religion, and 

Social Change, State University of New York Press, Albany, 1985, pp. 377-396.  

  

Percezioni cinesi del fascismo italiano 1922-1934, Storia Contemporanea, XV, n.2, April, 1984, p. 245-261. 

 

Chinese Perceptions of Italian Fascism, 1922-1934, Italian Quarterly, Summer, 1983, pp. 109-120.  

 

Duan Mu Hong Liang and the Background of 'Looking for a House,’ Modern Chinese Literature Newsletter, 

University of Illinois, Spring, 1980, pp. 25-40.  

 

Non-Recognition and the Collapse of Collective Security, Sino American Relations, Fall, 1980. 

 

Book Reviews 

 

J. G. Ballard, Empire of the Sun, Simon and Schuster, New York, 1986.  Jiuzhou Xuekan, Spring, 1987. pp. 97-106. 

 

Diana Lary, Warlord Soldiers:  Chinese Common Soldiers, Cambridge University Press, 1985 in Spring, 1987. 

Jiuzhou Xuekan, Spring 1987, p. 116.   

 

Joseph Fewsmith, Party, State, and Local Elites in Republican China:  Merchant Organizations and Politics in 

Shanghai, 1890-1930, University of Hawai'i Press, 1985. Jiuzhou Xuekan, Winter, 1986, pp. 99-101. 

 

William Kirby, Germany and Republican China, Stanford University Press, 1984. Jiuzhou Xuekan, Winter, 1986, 

pp.  101-102. 

 

Journalism 

 

Why Smash the Falun Gong?, Religion in the News, fall, 1999, pp. 4-6. 

 

Understanding Politics by Assassination, Newsday, Tong A Il Bo (in Korean), and the Hartford Courant, October 24, 

1983.   

 

Upcoming Elections Will Provide Guide to the Course of Taiwan Politics, Business Asia, April, 1980.  

  

The Kaohsiung Incident:  Meaning for Taiwan's Long Term Stability,  (co-author), Business Asia, June, 1980.  

  

Political Liberalization in Taiwan Not Expected to Come With Elections,  Business Asia, June, 1980.  

  

Translations 
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Zhenla fengtuji (Record of the customs of Cambodia), [cited above] 

 

Fascism document collection [cited above] 

 

Approximately one third of the Chinese documents in Cheng and Lestz, The Search for Modern China, A Document 

Collection. 1999 (cited above). 

 

If I Were Real (Jiaru wo shi zhende),  A contemporary Chinese play performed at Trinity College, spring 1983. 

 

Duanmu Hongliang, "Looking for a House." Tr. Michael Lestz. Modern Chinese Literature 6, 1 (1980): 
31-41.   
  

Presentations of Original Research (partial list) 

 

“Angkorean Cambodia Through Chinese Eyes:  Zhou Daguan’s Zhenla fengtuji,” Faculty Research Lecture Series, 

Trinity College, December 8, 2004 

 

Academy of Lifelong Learning, Trinity College, five lectures on contemporary China, fall, 2004 

 

“Nepal from A Sinologist’s Perspective,” Mansfield Freeman Lecture, University of Hawai’i, fall, 2002. 

 

“China Under Hu Jintao:  The Next Stage of Reform,” JAIMS Program, University of Hawai’i, fall, 2002 

 

“Sun Yatsen in Hawai’i” , Sun Yatsen Hawai’i Foundation, November, 2002. 

 

“Swamped:  The Indigenous Peoples of Southern Taiwan and the Chinese Diaspora,” February 9, 1999. 

 

“Outlaw:  The Life and Times of Zhang Xianzhong,” History Department Occasional Lecture Series, October, 1998. 

 

“Human Rights in China,”  BankBoston Foreign Policy series, February, 1998. 

 

“Feudalism in Twentieth Century Chinese Political Discourse,” Trinity College History Department Colloquium 

Series, November 19, 1997 

 

“Remarks at the Opening of an Exhibit of Artifacts Related to the Life of Helen Foster Snow,” Museum of the Eight 

Route Army, Xian, October, 1997. 

 

“Commemorating the Life of Helen Foster Snow,” Great Hall of the People, Beijing, October, 1997. 

 

“Facing North Not West:  Hong Kong Looks to Beijing,” Phi Beta Kappa of Greater Hartford, May 1997. 

 

“Global Markets for Connecticut Goods and Products:  China and the Pacific Rim,” Old State House 1997 Institute 

on Regional Economic Group sponsored by BankBoston, February 11, 1997.  (keynote speaker) 

 

The “Warm Embrace of the Motherland”:  Hong Kong’s Future After 1997, World Affairs Center, Salisbury, CT, 

May, 1996. 

 

"North Korean Prospects," Reserve Officers of America, Strategic and Foreign Affairs Round-table, Fall, 1995 

  

"War Memories:  China's Holocaust," AAS Convention, Washington, March, 1988. 
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"War and Memory:  The Chinese Holocaust and the Jewish Holocaust," Conference Commemorating Marco Polo 

Bridge Incident, CCNY, July 7, 1987. 

 

"Chinese Intellectuals and Fascism, 1934-1938," American Historical Association, December, 1985. 

 

Recent College Service (abbreviated list) 

 

Financial Affairs Committee, 2008-2010 

 

Planning and Budget Committee, 2008-2010 

 

Educational Policy Committee, 2005-present 

 

Cornerstones Strategic Planning Committee (Global Sub-Committee), fall, 2004 

 

Chinese Guests (summary list)  

An Wei, (scholar-in-residence, 1984-1985) 

Liu Binyan (writer-in-residence, 1989-1990) 

Jiang Jie 

Chen Kaige 

Liu Xinwu 

Gu Hua 

Wang Meng (in residence as President’s Fellow, spring, 1998) 

Feng Jicai 

Liang Xianliang 

Wu Zuguang 

Ru Zhizhuan 

Wang Anyi 

Huh Se-wook, Hankuk University 

Chen Baichen 

Ding Ling 

  

Miscellaneous Activities, 1984-2010 (summary list) 

Chairman, Financial Affairs Committee, Trinity College, 2010-2011 

Member Trinity College National Alumni Association Executive Committee (Faculty Representative) 2007-2011 

Member Cornerstones Global  Planning Committee, 2004 

Member, President’s Strategic Planning Committee, 1993 

Leader Alumni , Student, or Parent Tours China, Tibet, Nepal, and Southeast Asia 1986, 1983-1984, 1999, 2000, 

2003, 2004 

Faculty Director of five Alumni Colleges (including HK Alumni College in 1997) 

Elder Hostel Faculty, Lago di Garda and Verona Summer Programs, 1990-1995 

Qing Books and Emphera in the Watkinson Rare Books Library, 1984 

Search committees:  Anthropology, Modern Languages (Chinese), International Studies (various), History (various 

 

Memberships 

Association of Asian Studies 

American Historical Society 

Mazamas 

Club Alpino Italiano 

 

Languages 

Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Nepali, Khmer, Russian  

  

References  
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Professor Ron Brown, University of Hawai’i Law School at Manoa  

Dean Chen Xiangming, Director Center for Urban and Global Studies, Trinity College 

Professor Sherman Cochran, History Department, Cornell University  

Professor Samuel Kassow, Trinity College 

 


